The Names and Characters of God
THE GOOD SHEPHERD -GOD CARES FOR US

“Those who know your name trust in you, for you, O LORD, do not
abandon those who search for you.” Psalm 9:10

C(oversation Sarters

* \What do you think a shepherd is?
What does he do? Do you know any
shepherds?

* Sheep are not very smart. They tend

to follow the flock and just do what

they see other sheep doing. They also
like to wander away and are easy

targets for predators, without a watch-
ful shepherd to guide and guard them.

Talk about how we are like sheep.

Why do you think sheep need a shep-

herd?

What do you think makes a good

shepherd?

Do you have a pet? If not, what ani-

mal would you choose to be your pet?

How do you take care of your pet?

How would you feel if your pet got

lost? What would you do to get it

back?

Have you ever been lost or scared or

had a bad dream? How did that feel?

And when you were found or your

mom or dad came to your side when

you were scared or after the bad
dream, how did it feel to know they
were there, watching over you and
taking care of you and loving you and
you were not alone?

John 10:11-15 “I know my sheep, and

my sheep know me.” That's all about

relationship. Jesus wants us to en-
joy a personal relationship with

Him. Shepherds of Jesus’ time were

devoted to their sheep. They talked to

them and even sang to them. The
shepherd cared so much for every
sheep in his flock that he gave a spe-
cial name to each one. So, if you were

a sheep in the sheep pen, not only

would you hear the sound of the shep-

herd’s voice, you would also hear him
calling your name. How do you think
we can hear the Good Shepherd

(Jesus) talk to us or how can we hear

His voice?

Weeldy Activities
Read Psalm23 (Jesus Storybook Bhle) that is attached Talk about all the things that the shep-
herd (God) does for the lanb (us).
Help your kids knowthe Good shepherd's truth: Play this true ar false gane with your kids Read
the statements belowand see if they can tell whichis found in the bible and whichis nat. (the
statements without a scripture reference are false)
e “Youmust love one anather just as | have loved you” (John 13:34)
e “Youmust love those who lave you and hurt those who hurt you”
e “There are many waystoget etemal life. Following the Son of God is just one of them”
o “Whoever believesin the Son of God has eternal life” (John 3:36)
e “Donot let your hearts be troubled Trust in God; trust alsoin me” (John 147)
o “Bessed are those whotell small lies. They will get whatever they want.”
o “Blessed are those who make peace. They will be called children of God” (Matthew: 5:9)
e “And knowthat | amnat real, but only something that people have made up.”
e “Andknowthat | amwith you always yes tothe end of time” (Matthew 28:20)
Do you think its easy to be a shepherd? To find out for yourself find something — or someone —to
shepherd today. It could be a family pet, such asa dog or a cat, o even a younger sibling Take
responsibility for their well-being far an hour. You're in charge and nust make sure that noharm
comes to them You also need to make sure they're fed and watered Don't let themout of your
sight! At the end of the day, talk about your experience. Was it easier or harder than you ex-
pected? Why?

Jesus is the good shepherd Wé can enjoy a farever relationship with Hm Ghee you trust
in Qhrist to take anay your sins and give you etermal life you belong to Jesus farever:
Farever nevar ends And Jesus wanits you to enyoy your farever relationship with Hm

An Facts

1. Sheephave rectangular pupils and a field of vision of almost 360 degrees allowing themto
see behind themselves without having to tum their head. Can you do that?

2 Sheep also have incredible mermories They can remenmber fellow sheep as well as humans
for many years.

3 Sheep'swodl will growforever. Backin 2004, Shrek the Merino sheep hid in a cave for six
years so he wouldn't have to get sheared Bt the tine he was camered and given his long-
overdue haircut, there was enough wool to make 20 men's suits.

4. Doyouthinkits hard to be a shepherd? To find out for yourself howdifficult it cantobea
shepherd, find something — or someone —to shepherd today. It could be a family pet, such as
adog or a cat, or even a younger sibling. Take responsibility for their well-being today. Youre
in charge and nmust make sure that no harmcames to them You also need to meke sure
they're fed and watered Don't let themout of your sight! At the end of the day, talk witha
friend or farrily menrber about your experience. Was it easier or harder than you expected?
Why? Did anything unexpected happen? Hw do you think your experience conmpares to being
areal shepherd?



https://modernfarmer.com/2013/07/will-sheep-wool-grow-forever/
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David’s songs are like prayers.
They are called psalms and this
one 1s called “The Song of the
Shepherd.” (It’s probably number
one on the Psalm Charts.)

And it goes like this ...
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Use the picture code to fill in the missing letters of the psalm.
David says that God is like a shepherd.’
What does that mean for us?
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